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From Our Pastor 

 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 
What is the Divine Service all about?  It seems that many people believe that it is primarily 
something we do to please God.  The result of such thinking is that our sinful human nature doesn’t 
want to participate.  We, like Adam and Eve, “run and hide” from God because we know we have 
sinned, done wrong. 
 
Is this what God wants?  Of course He doesn’t.  He wants us to run TO Him for mercy and 
forgiveness.  That’s why the Divine Service starts off with the Invocation, Confession and Absolution 
or Declaration of Grace.  The Invocation reminds us of our Baptism that beautiful Sacrament in 
which God comes to us and GIVES us His forgiveness, eternal life, His Spirit and faith.  Then, as the 
Scripture says, “Who shall ascend to the hill of the LORD, and who shall stand in His holy place?  
He that has clean hands and a pure heart.”  In other words, who can worship him, stand before him?  
There are two ways:  1) be perfect, or 2) be forgiven!  It goes without saying that no one is perfect.  
But through faith in Jesus we are forgiven!   
 
Each time this newsletter is produced, I will explain a different part of the liturgy, so that you will 
understand.  The order of service is God serving us with the things we need:  forgiveness, eternal life, 
and salvation.  Then, in gratitude and thankfulness to God for His saving love, we give to Him our 
thanksgiving and praise.  It’s primarily something God does for us because He knows we need it and 
He is such a loving, giving God. 
 
When we think we are doing something for God (which is the area of God’s Law), or when we 
consider the sins of those around us instead of our own, then we will shrink back from going to 
church.  It’s important to remember that the church is a hospital for sinners, not a showcase for 
people without sin.  You and I must admit with St. Paul, we are the “chief of sinners” and need to 
hear again and again that we are forgiven through the cross of Christ. 
 
Yours in Jesus,  
Pastor Ron 
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                 Lessons 
 
 
 
March 3 
John 18.19-24 
 
March 7 
Ezek. 33.7-20 
Ps. 85 (.8) 
I Cor. 10.1-13 
Luke 13.1-9 
 
March 10 
John 19.12-18 
 
March 14 
Is. 12.1-6 
Psalm 31 (.11) 
II Cor. 5.16-21 
Luke 15.1-3, 11-32 
 
March 17 
John 19.28-35 
 
March 21 
Isaiah 43.16-21 
Psalm 126 (.3) 
Philippians 3. (4b-7) 8-14 
Luke 20.9-20 
 
March 24 
Matthew 26.20-28 
 
March 28 
Deuteronomy 32.36-39 
Psalm 118.19-29 (.26) 
Philippians 2.5-11 
John 12.12-33 
 
 

 
 

April 1 
Jeremiah 31.31-34 
Psalm 116.12-19 (.17) 
Hebrews 10:15-25 
Luke 22.7-20 

 
April 2 
Is. 52.13-53.12 
Psalm 22 (.1) 
Hebrews 4.14-16; 5.7-9 
John 19.17-30 

 
April 4  
Job 19.23-27 
Psalm 118.15-29 (.1) 
I Corinthians 15.51-57 
John 20.1-18 

 
April 4 
Isaiah 65.17-25 
Psalm 16 (.10) 
I Corinthians 15.19-26 
Luke 24.1-12 

 
April 11  
Acts 5.12-20 (21-32) 
Psalm 148 (.13) 
Revelation 1.4-18 
John 20.19-31 

 
April 18 
Acts 9.1-22 
Psalm 30 (.11a, 12b) 
Revelation 5. (1-7) 8-14 
John 21.1-14(15-19) 

 
April 25 
Acts 20.17-35 
Psalm 23 (.4) 
Revelation 7.9-17 
John 10.22-30 



From Our Board of Stewardship 
Winston Moeller 
 
“On Loan” 

 
     The time, talent and treasure we have are very valuable, and we call them 

“our own”.  But in reality they are on loan to us from the Lord, and we are 
temporary managers of them. 
A special quality of these gifts from God is that they can be multiplied many 
times over when we spend them in the work of the Church.  When we do so, 
we accomplish God’s work in many ways and in many places. 
     When considering our offerings, remember how richly the Lord has blessed 

you, how Jesus gave himself willingly to rescue you. 
     St. John Congregation has a great need of our time (worship), our talents (volunteerism), 
and our treasure (offerings).  What a wonderful opportunity to “give back” a portion of our 
gifts to Jesus who gave his life “for us”.  Offer your gifts wisely and in so doing being a good 
and faithful steward. 
 

From Our Board of Evangelism 
Nancy Musall 
  
Why do you come to Church? 
 
Is it because there is communion?  
You come to hear God’s word?  
It’s an obligation?  
The children are singing? 
 
God wants you to come because He loves you and He sent His only Son to die for you 
and He rose again for your salvation.  He wants you to come to partake in the Holy Supper 
because it’s for you.  He wants you to hear His Word, so you can be strengthened for 
the week.  God wants you to call upon Him every day because He wants you to Trust 
Him. 
 
Church is all about Jesus, our Savior, it’s not about the Pastor, the Organist, or the 
people; it’s about Christ.  The liturgy, music, and sermon are all about Jesus. 
So, come and be strengthened so you can grow in the Lord and enjoy the fellowship of 
others who believe in Christ for their salvation.  We come to worship and Praise Him for His 
mercy that He bestows on us each and every day. 
 
The Third Commandment:   
Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy.   
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but 
hold it scared and gladly hear and learn it. 
 
We despise preaching and the Word when we do not attend public worship, when we do not 
use the Word of God and the Sacraments, when we use the Word of God and the 
Sacraments negligently or carelessly. 
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From Our Visitation Committee 
Winston Moeller 
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
 
Is it necessary to worship?  Can we maintain our strong faith without the Church? 
 
     Many of our brothers and sisters in the faith, members of St. John Congregation, 
apparently feel that worship, the Lord’s Supper, and regular church attendance are not 
necessary. 
     Those of you who faithfully worship and come to Lord’s Supper regularly can well explain 
the spiritual value of regular worship.  Because we all sin daily and our faith is challenged 
every day by the Devil, the World, and our own sinful flesh, we long to come to confess our 
sins and ask God for mercy and forgiveness.  What a JOY to hear our ordained pastor 
proclaim that God has forgiven our sins and we can walk in newness of life; our faith 
strengthened. 
     Being concerned about our fellow brothers and sisters, should we want to be their 
keeper?  We ask each of you to reach out to someone you know who has strayed from 
regular worship, be it a friend or family member.   
Remind them of the need to nourish and strengthen their faith, receive the forgiveness of 
their sins regularly and chose a closer “walk with God”. 
He will grant us grace and mercy all the days of our life.  Then we will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever. (Psalm 23:6) 
 
 

From Our Ladies Group 
Lana Oravec 
 
Winter is coming to a close.   Easter will be here before we know it.   
Praise be to the Lord! 
Our next project will be new windows and drapes for the lounge.   
Anyone who wishes to donate to our window fund- please make your check payable to: 
“St. John Lutheran Church Women,” and give payment to Terrie Licht or Lana Oravec. 
 

Coming Events—(jot them down on your calendar) 
 

1. Rummage Sale 
      April 23rd and April 24th            
      Friday - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

           Saturday - 9:00am to noon 
  
Start saving items and bring them in the week of the rummage sale. 
  

2. Spring Fling 
      Fun evening at the church for our ladies of the church and school.   
      May 11th., 2010  
      6:45 pm  -  till ? 

 
Come one come all; bring a friend!!!!! 
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3. Keep saving items for our boutique.   

      All holiday items and nice things we can sell.  
 

We will be having the boutique at the Roast Beef Dinner  
 on Sunday, April 11th.   

 Call Barb (Elzer) Michno with any questions at 731-2533 
 
Also remember the Election Day Ham Dinner which will be on Election Day in November. 
(More information about the Ham Dinner will be forthcoming.)  
 
      4.  The next meetings of the Ladies’ Group will be: 
            March  23rd, 2010 at 7:00 pm 
            April 20th 2010 at 7:00 pm 

God’s Blessings. 

 
Giving Plus Phase-Out Grant 
 
2009 was the last year for the Thrivent GivingPlus program.  However, St. John School is 
eligible for a one-time GivingPlus phase-out challenge grant.  If the school receives 
$2,460.00 in donations by June 2010, it will receive a grant of $1,230.00.   
Checks must be payable to St. John Lutheran School and the funds 
donated towards a school-related fund; i.e., financial aid, capital 
improvement, new playground equipment, etc.   
You do not have to be a Thrivent member to qualify.  If you would like to 
participate or need further information, please contact Barb Manning (754-
9583) or the church office. 

 
A Letter Received. . . 

 
Dear Choir Director and Choir of St. John, 

Thank you for singing at the Advent service at Trinity.  The songs and their 
presentation were very much in the Christmas Spirit.   

Thanks, 
Carol Matson 

 
 
Directory Update 
New Address 

Wayne Brown 
Rear Apt. 
1744 Swann Road 
Ransomville, NY  14131 

 



 6

From Our Principal 
Mr. Herb Meissner 
 
     An article I read recently had a true story in it about a conversation a mother 
and daughter had following a day at preschool.  The mom asked what her 
preschooler had done that day.  The preschooler said in a matter of fact tone, 
“We went to heaven.”  A little surprised the mother replied, “How did you do 
that?”  The preschooler reasoned, “My teacher said we’re going to chapel, in 
God’s house.  Well, mommy if its God’s house then he lives there.  He is in 
heaven you know, so the church at my school is heaven and I am going to live 
there, MommyJ. in heaven some day.  Jesus died for me and for you and Daddy and Kayla 
too!”   
      
     This child, unrestrained and uninhibited in her thought process, had effectively put into 

words her childlike faith.  Because of the interaction with a trusted teacher 
and the nurturing mom and dad, she knew (in her developing mind) the most 
important fact about life is her faith.  Jesus died and rose for her; her home 
one day is heaven. 
     There are many stages of faith development in a child.  In our Lutheran 

heritage we have seen the value of trusted teachers who the Holy Spirit 
works through each day enabling the children they teach to trust that 

precious God.  God bless our congregation as it continues to provide 
a Christian Education for its own children and for many throughout our area.   
      
     On January 25th and February 16th we conducted two Open Houses.  At our Pre-K 
and Kindergarten Open House on January 25,th we had 23 different new families attend.  At 
our Pre-K through grade 8 Open House, 14 families came through our building.  As of 
today, our 4-year-old class is filled with a waiting list.  So far, 6 out of the 16 families 
have opted for our new full day preschool.  Our Kindergarten class is growing each day in 
numbers and our 3-year-old preschool program has ten students enrolled with two 
remaining spots.  Several families have attended our open houses interested in the upper 
grades.  We depend continually on the Lord to provide the increase.  We are to be faithful.  
Continue to tell others about the strengths of Christian Education at St. John.   
      
     If you know of anyone who may be interested in exploring Christian 
Education for their children, please call the office and I will set up an 
appointment to meet with them.  Parents exploring our school are 
invited to have their children to shadow for a day.   
      

     Lutheran Schools Week is March 8th -14th.  We have a number of special 
events happening.  On Monday, March 8 we have scheduled a magic show 
with Rob Allen and Milk for Health.  On Wednesday, March 10 is our annual 
Grandparents Luncheon.  Grandparents of our students and of our 
congregation are invited to attend the chapel service, view the classrooms and 
enjoy the luncheon followed by student entertainment.  On Friday, March 12th, 

we have another entertaining and also educational science assembly featuring Daryl 
Baynes, a science guy, who tours the country.  Times of these activities will be posted in 
the Monday Memo and the Sunday bulletin; come and enjoy these events.   
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The PTL has planned a Family Fun afternoon at Niagara University on March 
14th from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  All family members are invited to attend.  The gym 
will be available for basketball and other activities.  The pool and gym will be 
open to St. John School and Holy Ghost families. 
 
 

The Second Annual Auction will be held at St. Johnsburg Firehall on 
Saturday, March 20th beginning at 4 o’clock.  We are looking for 
advertisements and donations for the auction.  Tickets are available at the 
office.  We hope to have 200 items for both the basket and silent auction like 
we had last year.  Everyone present had a great time.  Most of the proceeds 

will go toward reconstructing our parking lot, and a small portion will be 
designated to the new playground.  Enjoy an evening of fellowship, fun and            

entertainment.   
 
May God be with us and bless our school as we continue our registration and re-registration 
process. 
 
 
 

From Our Teachers 
 
 

 
From KindergartenB    
Mrs. Foote 
 
You can really tell that it is early spring in Kindergarten!  Everyone is reading books.  

Journal Time has become a favorite activity for many.  Students are copying 
each other’s phone numbers.  Learning happens constantly!  Our current 
science unit about Living Things is helping us all appreciate the life that 
God gives to our world.  He is the only one who gives life.  He has given us 
eternal life through His Son.   

Thank you for your support as we continue to grow and learn.  This spring we hope to visit a 
nursing home.  We also have plans for Quilt Day.  Feel free to visit us sometime. 
 
From First GradeB    
Mrs. Gath 
 
Well we have passed the 100th day milestone in school. We can't believe that 
there are less than 70 days of school left. We enjoyed the play of the Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe. We have learned math facts, counting coins 
and telling time. We have enjoyed learning and reading about our environment. 
Our spelling and vocabulary as well as our writing skills have grown so much. We are on our 
way to preparing for second grade now. We look forward to the melting of snow and the 
beauty that spring and the resurrection of our Lord brings at this time of year. We praise 
God for the opportunity to learn in the Christian community of St. John and give thanks for 
all the offerings given in His name.  
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 From Second GradeB    
Mrs. Ward 
 
Wow!  It is hard to believe we celebrated the 100th day of school on Feb. 16th.  Second 
grade has worked hard and has learned so much over the past 100 days of school.  In math 
some of the more challenging skills we have learned are:  to tell time to the minute, count 
change, and add and subtract two digit numbers with regrouping.  We have become more 
fluent readers and have enjoyed stories about being creative and solving problems.  We are 

learning how to write in cursive and are earning our cursive handwriting license.   
Second graders are very excited because they are publishing their very own 

book.  They are creating, writing, and illustrating a full color book that will be 
hard bound.  Not only are they improving their writing skills, they are also 
learning a great deal about the book publishing process and what it takes to 
be an author.   

 

From Fourth Grade. . . 
Miss Mumm 
 
The 4th graders have been very busy these last few weeks working on our writing, note-
taking and comprehension skills.  We enjoyed our trip to the Allendale Theatre to see 
Theatre of Youth’s Production of The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe.  We are also 
reading the book by; C.S. Lewis and exploring the Biblical references included in the 
storyline.  We are now jumping into large number multiplication and “long” division.  In 
Social Studies we are learning all about the Civil War, we even asked St. John’s resident 
Civil War expert- Mr. Foote to share some of his knowledge with us.  Classification of plants 
and animals is our study in Science; we will be looking at vertebrates and invertebrates. We 
look forward to Lutheran Schools’ Week and Grandparents’ Day.   

 
From English/Language Arts Department 
Mrs. Werth 
 
We have made it to the half-way mark of the school year!  The students in the 6th, 7th, and 
8th grade English classes now have a research report to begin which is always part 
of the second half of our school year.  This is a long term project (2 months), and 
it not only helps the students with writing and researching but also with 
organization and time management.  The 5th graders have been busy writing many 
descriptive paragraphs about a favorite subject – themselves!  You may see their fine work, 
complete with drawings, in the lower hallway.  Be sure to check them out.  We are all 
gearing up towards a fun week in the year – National Lutheran School’s Week!  It adds 
some fun and excitement to the 2nd week in March.  God’s blessings to you as we travel 
through this Lenten season and prepare to celebrate Christ’s resurrection! 
 
From Spanish 8B   
Mrs. Wendy Rasch 

                                                                            
  
  The eighth grade class has now reached their half-way point as far as material 
covered this year.  We have recently completed the Unit on Days and Months.  Students will 
be introduced to the highly irregular verb “tener (to have) and “hacer” (to make).  They will 
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also be required to learn various expressions that require the verb “tener” such as “I have to 
study”.  Students will also begin to learn weather expressions in Spanish such as “It is 
snowing”.  The project for this chapter will require students to write a 1 ½ page paper on 
their favorite season of the year.  They will include the months that fall in that season, the 
kind of weather one can usually expect in that season and what activities they enjoy 
participating in.  Students will be required to use “ar”, “er” and “ir” verbs in the present and 
present progressive tense and include two pictures of them participating in their favorite 
activities.  I encourage all students to have me check over their rough drafts.  
 Lastly, we will study various items one may find in the house.  This Chapter will also 
encompass the use of possessive adjectives.  The assignment for this chapter will ask 
students to sketch the layout of their house and then label the rooms and objects found in 
the room in Spanish. 
  I hope that all parents have my email address and should you ever have a concern 
or suggestion, please feel free to contact me at any time.  I also ask all students to 
approach me if they need extra help.  I will gladly arrange a time either during lunch or after 
school where we can meet and address any questions.   
 Since this is the last Newsletter before Easter, I would like to take a moment to wish 
you and your family a very blessed and Happy Easter! 
 

Season of Discovery  
Pastel eggs hidden in spring blades, 

Children's glee in the simplicity of discovering... 
Let their wisdom be our guide this season - 

The discovery of 
Rebirth 

Rejuvenation 
The joy of celebrating 

LIFE. 
 
 

DO YOU KNOW WHERE THEY ARE?   
 
Please contact the office @ 693-9677 if you have any information on the following alumni of 
St. John.  Thank you. 
 
Ms. Brenda Barnhouse 
Ms. Diana Bartlett 
Ms. Corina Becker 
Mr. Joseph Blake 
Ms. Marissa Calvalho 
Mr. Thomas Carney 
Ms. Nanette Caswell 
Ms. Lanie Clause 
Bradley & Holly Cline 
Ms. Melissa Cooper 
Mrs. Lisa Coulter 
Ms. Christine Crawford 
Mr. Stephen Crawford 
Mr. Frank DePaolo 
Ms. Amy Dragan 

Ms. Kimberly Eisenbart 
Mrs. Johanna Graziano 
Ms. Jessica Greuver 
Ms. Katie Grey 
Mr. Matthew Haseley 
Miss Julia Jacob 
Mr. Michael Jamieson 
Mr. Jeffrey Walker-Robinson 
Mr. Mark Lamson 
Miss Lori MacKay 
Mr. Dan Maerten 
Miss Nicole Martin 
Mrs. Janet Mead 
Ms. Stephanie Moore 
Mr. Matthew Morgan 
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Mrs. Dolores Muhlbauer 
Mr. Dylan Myers 
Ms. Veronica O'Brien 
Mrs. Christal Pietricone 
Mr. Nathan Poerschke 
Mrs. Joyce Rizza 
Mr. Michael Salwich 
Mr. Justin Sarratori 
Ms. Mary Sawyer 
Mr. Warren Shields 

Mr. Joseph Slack 
Ms. Theresa Slack 
Miss April Smith 
Tamarohn Smith 
Mr. Matthew Snyder 
Ms. Annie Stuitje 
Mrs. Stacey Varner 
Miss Kim Vo 
Mr. Sean Zapalowski 
Mr. Eric Zapalowski

 
 
 
 
POSITION AVAILABLE:  We are currently looking for someone to fill our morning latchkey 
position at St. John.  Latchkey is available in the morning from 7-8 am.  Please let the office 
know if you are interested, or would like more information. 
 
INSULATED SHOPPING BAGS:  Please notice the blue St. John Lutheran 
Church & School insulated shopping bag on the table in the narthex.  Each 
bag costs only $7.00.  Pick up a few today! 
 
 


