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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

What is the Divine Service all about? It seems that many people believe that it is primarily
something we do to please God. The result of such thinking is that our sinful human nature doesn’t
want to participate. We, like Adam and Eve, “run and hide” from God because we know we have
sinned, done wrong.

Is this what God wants? Of course He doesn’t. He wants us to run TO Him for mercy and
forgiveness. That’s why the Divine Service starts off with the Invocation, Confession and Absolution
or Declaration of Grace. The Invocation reminds us of our Baptism that beautiful Sacrament in
which God comes to us and GIVES us His forgiveness, eternal life, His Spirit and faith. Then, as the
Scripture says, “Who shall ascend to the hill of the LORD, and who shall stand in His holy place?

He that has clean hands and a pure heart.” In other words, who can worship him, stand before him?
There are two ways: 1) be perfect, or 2) be forgiven! It goes without saying that no one is perfect.
But through faith in Jesus we are forgiven!

Each time this newsletter is produced, I will explain a different part of the liturgy, so that you will
understand. The order of service is God serving us with the things we need: forgiveness, eternal life,
and salvation. Then, in gratitude and thankfulness to God for His saving love, we give to Him our
thanksgiving and praise. It’s primarily something God does for us because He knows we need it and
He is such a loving, giving God.

When we think we are doing something for God (which is the area of God’s Law), or when we
consider the sins of those around us instead of our own, then we will shrink back from going to
church. It’s important to remember that the church is a hospital for sinners, not a showcase for
people without sin. You and | must admit with St. Paul, we are the “chief of sinners” and need to
hear again and again that we are forgiven through the cross of Christ.

Yours in Jesus,
Pastor Ron



‘ 1‘% |
-C-GL)
0 C . 12
<. 8 5 Qe
LI ) /,*!
- " ../ !
0O + 1+ 3 *(, -
3 HEE 0] **1(2
N CN € 8 5 ) O.C: 7,
( (,-!
C ¢+ !
5 *.,*/
0] ((+(C.,* 1
3G 3 «C 7
0 -(1 (@ GG
3 C.*(C
- C GG !
3 >
0] ( 112
¢ >+ 3 C ¢.*
X6
3 ). C.*(C !
0] 1.2 ; C,*11*( . %2
0O 44 . D5,72+,0 0 O+1(.2
Bl B $ O.(+
*1(.-(
6 ol Wak o !
; (’**
0] RN (@G
7 <. $ 1G/72+,0
0 (+C.* 1*2 *( GO .2
0O 44 * ((
- L=
R N
0] *_1)2
$ / (/
(! **’_!



# % h& T %

C 1l
<= >
b # 5% #
< > #Hoo#
4
- 4 2 @ # 5 4 #
4 # - " # b
4 @ # - # 4
" # i 5 # 5 #
i
# 1 4% 1 2
# 1 2 " # 44 < 5 " 4
< > = # # 5 #
# #

#0$ h)* + |

H o
v}

h #5 # # # 0 4
8 5 # #

The Third Commandment:
0 & 00 6 -0-2 + 1-3
What does this mean?
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Dear Choir Director and Choir of St. John,
Thank you for singing at the Advent service at Trinity. The songs and their
presentation were very much in the Christmas Spirit.
Thanks,
Carol Matson
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